Biographies

Major General Gwen Bingham
Commanding General, White Sands Missile Range

Major General Gwen Bingham is a native of Troy, Alabama. She graduated from Army ROTC as a
Distinguished Military Graduate from the University of Alabama in August 1981 with a bachelor of science
degree in general business management. Bingham has a master’s degree in administration from Central
Michigan University and a master’s degree in national security strategy and resources from the National
Defense University.

Bingham has attended numerous training schools commensurate with her rank and is the recipient of
numerous military and civic awards and decorations. She has served in a myriad of staff and leadership
positions throughout her career in both the continental United States and overseas. Bingham deployed in
April, 2010, in support of Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom while serving as Special
Assistant to the Commanding General at Camp Arifjan. Prior to her current assignment, she served as the
Army’s 51st Quartermaster General and Commandant of the U.S. Army Quartermaster School at Fort Lee,
Virginia, the first woman to hold this post.

Since September 2012, Bingham has served as the Commanding General at White Sands Missile Range —
the first woman and first African American to ever hold this post. Bingham is married to Dr. Patrick J.
Bingham, Assistant Principal of Mayfield High School. They have two adult children: Tava Michelle and
Phillip Jamal.

Julia T. Brown, Esq.
Doria Ana County Manager

Julia T. Brown, Esq., has been Dofia Ana County Manager since Dec. 1, 2013. She was selected by a
unanimous vote of the Dofia Ana County Board of Commissioners after a national search, and has a wealth of
experience in both the public and private sectors.

Brown is a licensed attorney who graduated from the University of Oklahoma College of Law, where she was
law class president. She has worked at all levels of government in Oklahoma, Washington, D.C., and
California, as well as corporate America. A former Assistant District Attorney and a former Assistant
Attorney General in Oklahoma, Brown also served both as an enlisted soldier and an Army Judge Advocate
General’s Corps (JAG) Officer. Brown retired as a Lieutenant Colonel and Deputy Commander of the 75th
Legal Support Organization.

As County Manager, Brown is the sole direct-report employee of the Dofia Ana County Board of
Commissioners, and she oversees approximately 850 employees. She is the recipient of numerous awards
and honors related to her work experience and community and civic volunteer efforts. Brown'’s
undergraduate degree in political science was earned at Oklahoma State University. Her LLM in military
justice was awarded by the U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s School at the University of Virginia.
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Kate Farrar
Vice President, American Association of University Women Campus Leadership Programs

Kate C. Farrar serves as Vice President of AAUW Campus Leadership Programs. In that role, she oversees
programs that ensure college women assume leadership roles and acquire the skills they need to succeed in
their academic, professional, and personal lives. Prior to assuming her current position, Farrar was the
Associate Director of National Programs and Policy at Wider Opportunities for Women. She was a 2011
WIN Young Woman of Achievement awardee, a member of the Center for Progressive Leadership’s 2011
Executive Fellowship, and serves on the board of the Women under 40 Political Action Committee
(WUFPAC). Her writing has been featured in the Huffington Post and the Daily Muse.

Prior to her work in Washington, D.C., Farrar lobbied the Connecticut state legislature on behalf of nonprofit
organizations. She also served as a field organizer in Wisconsin for the 2004 presidential campaign. She
earned a bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of Connecticut and a master’s in public
administration from the Maxwell School at Syracuse University.

Yolanda Garcia Olivarez
Regional Administrator, U.S. Small Business Administration

U.S. Small Business Administration Regional Administrator Yolanda Garcia Olivarez is an August 2009
appointee of President Barack Obama and former SBA Administrator Karen Mills. She leads the delivery of
SBA’s capital access, government contracting, counseling and international export initiatives that assist over
3.3 million small businesses in Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas. In Fiscal Year 2013,
SBA loans in the region reached $2.6 billion, with $8.9 billion in federal contracts awarded in Fiscal Year
2012.

Olivarez also oversees a network of small business counselors who staff the 103 Small Business
Development Centers, 59 SCORE chapters and 19 Women's Business Centers located in 10 district offices.

Before joining SBA, Olivarez excelled in trade, commerce and financial services industries for nearly 40
years. She served Port Commissioner for the Port of Corpus Christi for 12 years as and led trade expeditions
to Spain, China, Mexico, Taiwan and other countries. She was the first woman and Hispanic to chair the Port
Authority Commission in its 75-year history. She was recently honored as one of Hispanic Business
Magazine’s top Women of Excellence under the Obama Administration. Olivarez attributes her success to
the support of her husband, Ronnie and her daughter, Sofia Anna, as well as the strong foundation
established by her parents.
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Marilyn Mayse
Owner, Mountain States Escrow and Crazy Maizy’s Fabulous Popcorn Factory

Marilyn Mayse opened Mountain States Escrow in 1983 and has grown the business from a single account to
4,500 active accounts and six employees. In 2011, she founded her second business, Crazy Maizy's Fabulous
Popcorn Factory. Her products have been included in the gift bags at the 2012 Annual Sports Emmy Awards
in New York City.

Mayse is an active member of southern New Mexico business society. She has served as the President of
Business and Professional Women and has served on numerous committees for the Las Cruces Home
Builders Association, Las Cruces Association of Realtors, and the National Escrow Association. She was
named Citizen of the Year by the Las Cruces Chamber of Commerce, and her company was named Affiliate of
the Year by the Home Builders Association and the Realtors Association. She has also been the only woman
from Southern New Mexico to serve on the Workforce Development Executive Board.

Irene Oliver-Lewis
Founder and Artistic Producer, Court Youth Center and Alma d’arte Charter High School

Irene Oliver-Lewis integrates her Latina heritage and family history into a variety of cultural arts projects.
With 37 years of experience in theatre, she is a producer, writer, actor, arts administrator, teaching artist,
arts advocate and humanities scholar. A native of Las Cruces, she has performed and worked throughout
the United States, Asia, and Scotland. She is Artistic Producer and Founder of Court Youth Center, a
community-based arts integration youth center, and Alma d’arte Charter High School. She has been honored
with numerous awards including the Governor’s Award for Excellence in the Arts and the Dofia Ana Arts
Council Papen Award.

Oliver-Lewis shares cuentos and dichos about her parents — Cecilia and Fred Oliver — in a one-woman

story-telling presentation. Using a spoken-word format and intimate conversation style she brings to life
her childhood.

Melissa Salazar
Owner, La Nueva Casita Café

Melissa Salazar is the owner of La Nueva Casita Café, a restaurant and catering business located in the
flourishing Historic Mesquite District serving traditional Mexican cuisine.

At 16, Salazar began working at McDonald’s as a crew member on the fry station. By completing McDonald’s
management courses and several years of on-the-job training, Salazar worked her way up to restaurant
manager in three years. At 21, she partnered with her father, the Executive Chef of Holiday Inn de Las
Cruces, to open La Nueva Casita Café with only $5,000. Now in its ninth year of business, La Nueva Casita
Café has received several awards, including TripAdvisor’s “2013 Certificate of Excellence Award,” and has
made Urban Spoon’s list of “Top 100 Restaurants in New Mexico.”

Salazar works to improve her community through her support of efforts to revitalize the historic Mesquite
District and downtown Las Cruces.
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Workshop Speaker Biographies - Career Track

Career Workshop 1: Finding Your Path—Where do I want to go?

Pam Lillibridge
President/CEQO of Tresco, Inc.

Pam Lillibridge has 40 years of progressive experience in the development, monitoring, and management
of community-based services for vulnerable populations. Lillibridge has been associated with Tresco, Inc.
since 1992 and has served as President/CEO since 2001. Tresco, Inc. is a large not-for-profit corporation in
Southern New Mexico employing 575 people and providing a variety of supports and services to 1,500
children and adults with disabilities annually. Tresco, Inc. has been recognized for its leadership in
children’s early intervention services, community-based employment, and inclusive living for children and
adults with disabilities.

Lillibridge holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology from South Dakota State University, a bachelor’s degree
in social work from Augustana College, and a master’s degree in public administration from New Mexico
State University. She serves on numerous local and national boards and committees and is a former
president of the Rio Grande Rotary Club. She was the recipient of the 2010 New Mexico Business “Women
of Influence” Award, among other awards and honors recognizing her community service and business
success.

Career Workshop 2: The Power of Networking and Communication—What individual
strengths and assets do I have, and how can I harness them?

Carrie Hamblen
Executive Director, Las Cruces Green Chamber of Commerce

Carrie Hamblen is originally from El Paso, TX, where she attended the University of Texas at El Paso. In
1992, she earned a bachelor’s degree in broadcast journalism from UTEP, and she earned a master’s degree
in communication studies in 1995. She began working as a student employee at KRWG, the NPR affiliate at
NMSU, in 1992 and was promoted to Operations Manager in 1997.

In 2012, Hamblen became the Executive Director of the Las Cruces Green Chamber of Commerce, an
organization that focuses on creating support for local businesses and creating more awareness about
sustainable communities. Hamblen serves as the liaison between the Green Chamber and private,
nonprofit, and governmental entities. For the past 16 years, Hamblen has served on the Board of Directors
for the Las Cruces chapter of Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) where she
oversaw the creation of the Emily Cohen Endowment, a doubling in chapter membership, and several years
of successful fundraising. She has served as president of the organization since 2009. Additionally, she
served as Co-Chair of the Southern New Mexico PRIDE Board of Directors for 5 years, leading an
outstanding group of volunteers in creating the second largest gay pride celebration in the state.

U.S. Senator Tom Udall * Women's Career Success Conference 4



Irene Oliver-Lewis
Founder and Artistic Producer, Court Youth Center and Alma d’arte Charter High School

Irene Oliver-Lewis integrates her Latina heritage and family history into a variety of cultural arts projects.
With 37 years of experience in theatre, she is a producer, writer, actor, arts administrator, teaching artist,
arts advocate and humanities scholar. A native of Las Cruces, she has performed and worked throughout
the United States, Asia, and Scotland. She is Artistic Producer and Founder of Court Youth Center, a
community-based arts integration youth center, and Alma d’arte Charter High School. She has been
honored with numerous awards including the Governor’s Award for Excellence in the Arts and the Dofia
Ana Arts Council Papen Award.

Oliver-Lewis shares cuentos and dichos about her parents — Cecilia and Fred Oliver, in a one-woman
storytelling presentation. Using a spoken-word format and intimate conversation style she brings to life
her childhood.

Jackie Mitchell Edwards, CIMA®, CRPC®
Independent Branch Leader - Las Cruces, N.M. Schwab Independent Branch Services

Jackie Mitchell Edwards is a Charles Schwab Independent Branch Leader in Las Cruces, N.M., where she
guides clients on a wide range of financial topics including investment advice, financial planning and
retirement planning. Prior to affiliating with Charles Schwab, Edwards served as the Chief Operating
Officer of The Paso del Norte Group, a bi-national membership organization of business and civic leaders
from the Paso del Norte region, to promote economic, social and cultural vitality of the region by
cooperative effort, social interaction and the free exchange of ideas and views.

Before her time at The Paso del Norte Group, Edwards was a wealth management advisor at Merrill Lynch
in Las Cruces and a financial advisor at Waddell & Reed in Las Cruces and El Paso, TX, where she focused on
comprehensive financial planning and consultative financial advice for individuals, families, businesses and
small foundations. Edwards also practiced corporate and securities law in New York City for 16 years in
various positions.

Edwards is a graduate of Princeton University and NYU Law School. She is a Certified Investment
Management Analyst (CIMA) and a Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor (CRPC). Edwards grew up in
El Paso and now lives in Las Cruces with her husband.

Career Workshop 3: Marketing Yourself—How can I use my cover letter and resume, online
resources, and Work Keys to enhance my job search or career?

Rosa M. De La Torre-Burmeister
Director of Career Services, New Mexico State University - Doia Ana Community College

Rosa M. De La Torre-Burmeister was born in Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico. She immigrated with her
bracero family to Las Cruces at the age of 7 and worked in the pisca (the agricultural fields) earning 5 cents
per bucket. With the support of her parents and siblings she was the first of eight to obtain higher
education. She graduated with honors and now holds a master of arts, educational administration from
New Mexico State University and a bachelor of arts, graphic/business/marketing communication from
William Penn University.

De La Torre-Burmeister has lived, worked, and travelled throughout the world including Belize, Costa Rica,
London, Malawi, Zimbabwe, lowa, Pennsylvania, New York, and Missouri. She has over 25 years combined
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experience in academia and industry. She currently serves as Director of Dofia Ana Community College’s
(DACC) Career Services where she provides direction, supervision, and leadership for the office while
upholding her mission to assist the students, the college, and the community with the development of their
employment strategies.

De La Torre-Burmeister was recognized as the first Transition Coach in the state of New Mexico in her
position at DACC’s Adult Basic Education program. She is a member of many nonprofit organizations and
serves on the Education Committees of Greater Las Cruces Chamber of Commerce, Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce (previous board member), and Anthony Chamber. She was recently selected to be part of
Leadership Las Cruces.

Sarah Moffett
AmeriCorps Public Ally, Community Action Agency of Southern New Mexico

Sarah Moffett is serving in a 10-month AmeriCorps leadership development program at Community Action
Agency of Southern New Mexico, where she is working on a Community Needs Assessment. She received
her bachelor of arts in sociology from Mount Union College in Alliance, Ohio. Moffett also has five years’
experience working with victims of domestic violence—working first as a volunteer and then as Education
Services Coordinator at the Alliance Area Domestic Violence Shelter in Alliance, Ohio.

Moffett moved to Las Cruces in August for a change of scenery (and weather) and to pursue her dream of
serving in the AmeriCorps. She also works as a Troop Pathway Specialist with the Girl Scouts of the Desert
Southwest. She is passionate about vegetarianism and voluntarism and is part of the Junior League of Las
Cruces.
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Workshop Speaker Biographies - Business Track

Business Workshop 1: Vision and Planning Panel—What do I want to achieve?

Carolyn Kuhn
Executive Director, New Mexico Handmade, Inc.

Carolyn Kuhn has over 30 years’ experience in entrepreneurship, senior executive management and
business development in the private sector, and executive operations management for a large nonprofit in
southern New Mexico. At the forefront of the personal computing and electronic education and publishing
revolution, Kuhn was the fifth woman executive at Control Data Corporation. She was a contributor to The
New Papyrus, Microsoft Press, an award-winning electronic publisher of original children’s education CD-
ROM titles, and was the consultant to Apple Computer for the in-box CD-ROM disc that shipped with each
CD-ROM drive and helped people imagine how the technology could be used. These career experiences
shaped her passion to help people pursue their own pathways to success in for-profit and nonprofit
business.

New Mexico Handmade, Inc., based in Mesilla, provides low-income entrepreneurs the hands-on assistance
they need to build sustainable, growing businesses. Services are offered in the following areas: sales,
marketing, asset building, resources (contracts and grants) and technology (SMART). In 2013, New Mexico
Handmade, Inc. received a Special Project award from Community Foundation of Southern New Mexico for
its “commitment to creating opportunities for individuals to improve their quality of life.”

Jennifer Craig
Southwest Regional Manager, WESST Las Cruces

Jennifer Craig has over 30 years combined experience in business consulting, human resources, training,
organizational development, and entertainment. In the past, she worked for a variety of organizations
including New Mexico State University, Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, and Universal Studios before
joining WESST in 1995.

She holds a bachelor’s degree in journalism and mass communications, and her graduate work is in training
and development. She was on the founding board of the local ASPA (SHRM) group, was named Small
Business Advocate of the Year in 1997 and Minority Small Business Champion of the Year in 2011 by the
U.S. Small Business Administration. She has illustrated two books. A native New Mexican, Craig enjoys
writing and painting in her spare time.

Christine Logan, CEcD
Community, Business and Rural Development Representative, New Mexico Economic Development
Department

A certified economic developer, Christine Logan represents the New Mexico Economic Development
Department in the six counties of southwestern New Mexico. Logan works directly with businesses,
communities, and economic development organizations to connect them to state resources and to help
them connect with each other.

Logan is a graduate of New Mexico State University, but she learned much of her leadership and business
development skills through Girl Scouting and by reaching out to a series of mentors throughout her life.
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Business Workshop 2: Marketing Strategy Overview—How can I market by business?

Dawn Z. Hommer
Community Action Agency of Southern New Mexico

Dawn Z. Hommer joined Community Action Agency of Southern New Mexico in 2011 as the Chief Executive
Officer. The organization serves all of southern New Mexico with high-impact programs that build self-
reliance and lift people out of poverty, reaching 30,000 clients in Fiscal Year 2013. During her tenure, she
has worked to build capacity and expand program outreach by addressing the processes and procedures
within her organization to maintain compliance and create efficiencies. She is an officer on the newly
revitalized New Mexico State Association Board and serves on the Region VI Board of Directors.

Prior to CAASNM, Hommer worked at Arrowhead Center, a nonprofit economic development agency
owned by New Mexico State University. There she acquired extensive leadership experience in business
development and the acquisition and management of both private and government contracts. She also
earned her master’s in business administration. She is a single mother with two teenagers and has lived in
Las Cruces for over 16 years.

Business Workshop 3: Financing Panel—What resources do I need and where can I get
them?

Jo Ann Garay
Director, Doiia Ana Community College Small Business Development Center

Jo Ann Garay serves as the director for the Dosia Ana Community College Small Business Development
Center (SBDC), which helps assists entrepreneurs start or expand their businesses at no cost in both Dofia
Ana and Sierra Counties. Prior to working for SBDC, Garay worked at WESST, a nonprofit organization that
has also helped to start and grow small businesses in New Mexico for 13 years. While at WESST, she
developed computer and business curricula and taught (in both English and Spanish) technology, business,
and financial management classes to startup and expanding businesses.

Garay'’s passion is her family, but secondly she strives to impact the lives of women who need assistance
and support from other women. In 2007-08, she was named one of the “Top Young Professionals, 40-
under-40,” in New Mexico by N.M. Business Weekly. Garay has a computer technology degree and a
bachelor’s in human resources management.

Kandy Jones
Small Business Loan Processor/Underwriter, Tierra del Sol Housing Corporation

Kandy Jones is the Small Business Loan Processor/Underwriter at Tierra del Sol Housing Corporation. She
is a graduate of the Western States School of Banking at the University of New Mexico. She has 30 years of
experience as a financial services professional and a broad knowledge of the banking industry including
business, consumer and mortgage lending, business development, sales and marketing, customer service
and operations.

Jones has extensive knowledge of securities and insurance products and obtained a Life, Variable Annuity
License from the State of New Mexico and FINRA Licenses; Series 7, 6, 63 and 66.
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Alfonso Ramos
Loan Officer, Accion New Mexico

Alfonso Ramos has more than 30 years of experience working in administration and finance. Ramos works
for his own business in the United States where he gained experience as independent insurance agent, and
has a franchise through which he manages the distribution of Bimbo Bakeries USA products in southern
New Mexico. In Mexico, Ramos worked for LuK Incorporated (a German company) for nearly 15 years as a
Chief Financial Officer. Ramos has worked with Accion since October 2013, where he supports the lending
team and works as a specialist for small business and Hispanic communities.

Ramos has a bachelor’s of science degree in accounting from National Autonomous University of Mexico
and completed additional studies at Madero University, located in Puebla, Mexico, where he earned the
grado of master of science in international trade. In May 2012, Ramos received a master of business
administration degree from New Mexico Highlands University. Ramos is very motivated to serve other
people, and has served as a volunteer through the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Days Saints. He was
responsible for church welfare programs in Mexico City; Buenos Aires, Argentina; and Farmington New
Mexico. He is currently the church Public Affairs Representative for the Hispanic Community.

Norma H. Valdez
Community Development Director, The Loan Fund

Norma Valdez, who joined the Loan Fund in 1997, serves as the Community Development Director. She
works with clients statewide who are applying for small business and nonprofit agency loans. Valdez has
over 25 years of experience in community banking and commercial lending. Her areas of expertise include
credit analysis, loan portfolio management, and real estate lending.

Valdez, who is originally from Juarez, Mexico, grew up in southern California with her parents and eight
siblings. An opportunity opened at a Bank of America and Valdez took a job as bank teller. She moved up
in the company, eventually becoming the branch manager in East Los Angeles, a low-income Hispanic
community. She knew the challenges that the people in the community had faced because of the challenges
she too had faced. Valdez eventually left California and moved to New Mexico. Valdez left Bank of America
in 1997 and joined The Loan Fund. This move has allowed her to continue her commitment to helping low-
income people by giving them a chance to fulfill a dream.

Kathy Barrett
Loan Specialist, USDA Rural Development

Kathy Barrett was born and raised in Hale Center, a small farming community in West Texas. She started
her career with USDA Farmers Home Administration in 1988 in Plainview, TX, as a District Office

Clerk. With the re-organization of Famers Home Administration in 1996, she moved to Lubbock, TX, with
the agency now known as USDA Rural Development.

After a five-year separation from the agency to spend time with her two children, Barrett returned to USDA
- RD in Los Lunas, N.M,, as a Loan Technician. In 2009, she became the Business Loan Specialist in Las
Cruces. In her career with USDA-FmHA/Rural Development, she has worked in the Farm Loan Program,
Multi-Family Housing and Single Family Housing Program, and currently works in the Business Loan
Program.
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